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Tbisinvention is dïrected fo an improved wheel 
structure and relaies more particularly. to a new 
and.improved cover assembly therefor. 
The applicaticn isa continuationrin-part of 
tuf copending applications, Serial No. 717,348, 
filed. Decembeï 20, 1948 now abandoned, and 
Seri!.No. 776,973, ffled September 30, 1947. 
An importnt obect of this invention is fo pro- 
vide, a wheel structure, taving an-improved cover 
aSsemb]y includig xIovel retaining means for 
snp-on pry-off reention of the cover in con- 
cealing-relation fo a portion of the wheel. 
Another object of the invention is fo provide 
an impoved wh-eet structure and cover assembly 
therefor wherein,a novel retaining member is 
adapted fo be mounted upon the wheei to main- 
tain a trim ring cover ïneïnber in .snap-on pry-off 
mounted relationship with respect-fo-the wheel. 
A-further object of the invention is fo provide 
an imiroved reti,ning member structure ïor a 
wheel cover assembly. 
n accordance with the general features of my 
invention, there is. provided a wheel structure 
having a tire rira of the drop center type fornîed 
with a plurality of stepped fianges and a central 
load bearing portion secured to the base flange of 
the tire rira, a cover for the outer side of the 
wheel structure ineludinga, member disposed in 
concea-ling-relation fo the -tire rira and extending 
generally axia.ll-y and radiatly inwardly and hav- 
ing a beaded inner edge,, anda-retaining ruera- 
ber wedgingly, engaging the tire rira and having 
thereon axially, outwardY etending retining 
clip members engageable in snap-on pry-off rela- 
tionship by the inner bçaded- edge of.the cover 
member for retaiAng the cover member remov- 
ably in place-on the .wheel,. the retaining ruera- 
ber in the portion thereof radially inwardly from 
tlïe area of engagement by said beaded cover edge 
being formed fo facilitate the insertion of a pry- 
off tool between theretainingmember andthe 
beaded cover edge for prying the beadèdcover 
edge free from said :retàining. cips. 
Aecbrding.tb other féatures ofthe.invention, 
the retaining member is f0rmed:with a radially 
inner generally axialIy, outwardl, protruding 
shouIder spaced from .the area of engagement of 
the retaining"rnëmbC byttebeadCïcover edge 
and engageable by the- piT-otï'to0I 'aS a fulcflnà 
t6 - afforïIlèverage- forthe t06L 
It is also a fCturë ofthe invënti0/ïto h've the 
cVer retainir/g clips On tl-/e rètirfing  mernler 
strck out intégrally therefrom and with ttle 
apèrtures fr0m whichtle clips are struck con- 
cèled behind the  coverç 
Other 0bjècts; ïeatures-and;sdirantages of the 
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present invention will be readily apparent from. 
the-fotlowing detiled description of a preferred 
embediment nd..modifications thereof taken, in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings 
5" in which: 
Figure 1 is-a side elevational view of a vehiele 
wheet carrying a cover according fo the present 
invention, with  portion of the. cover broken 
awy. fo reveal certa.in details of the structure 
10 Figure 2.. is a radial sectional view of an en- 
larged scale talen substantially along the lin 
ll--Ii, of Figure 1; 
.Figure3 is.a view similar fo Figure 2, but with 
the cover mîember removed and fllustruting .the. 
15 removal ofthe reta, i.ning mîember by a pry-off 
tool; 
Fïgure 4 is a fragmentary enlarged face view 
of a portion of the retaining member; 
Figure 5 is a radial sectional view simiiar to 
20 Figure 2, but showing a modification of the in- 
vention; and 
Figure 6 is a fagmentary cross sectional, view 
sinîilar t0 a portion of Figure 4, showing a fur- 
ther modification of the invention. 
.5 AS shovn.on the drawings: 
itïe presént-invention is particularly adapted 
fFuse with.a véhicle wheel such as an automo- 
bile wl/eèl, including..a tire rira  } and a load-sus- 
taifiing bodYpkrt' ! both of which nîay be suit- 
abIy formed fr0nî sheet metal of approï0riate 
30 gfigë. The tire rira  8 includes a base flange 
2 - rb Wtiih the body part  i secured, side 
flanges 3, intèrmedfate flanges  and terminal 
side flïnges  the fianges cooperating at. the 
 opposite sides of-the rïm fo provide therebetween 
5 a channel within which a tire andtube assembly 
 is accommodated. The wheel body is formed 
with an intermediate axial outward bulging an, 
nulaf nose portion  upon which is adapted to 
seat a. hub cap 9, ,Figures 4 and 6 which is held 
40 by. retainng means such as--rdialiy, inwardly 
extending ,retainig bumps 28 on the nose Sand 
engageable by a beaded edge 21 on the hub cap» 
Figures 4 .and 6, A central dished-portion of-the 
4,3 wheel bodY provides a bolt-on-fiange 22-which is 
alapted tobe secured te a part of the vehicle ale 
as-by mea-ns-of cap screws or bolts (net shown). 
Between the flanges of the outer side of the 
tire ,rira O. and the nose portion  of the bo:dy 
50 i the usual relatively deep and wide groove which 
when fully exposed fo view-presents anotorîously, 
rat]fier ulyapPéarance and due fo the angulr 
utilitarian configuration thereof las a number 
of; dit caching and. accumulating grooVes and 
55 recesses: in addition, the juncture between tl-/e 
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tire rira and the wheel body customarily shows 
ventilation openings 23. 
For concealing the flanged outer side of tre 
tire rira || and the juncture of the tire rira and 
the wheel body | |, an improved ornamental cover 
assembly 24 is provided. This assembly includes 
a cover member 25 and a retaining member 27 
wh|ch are constructed and arranged for snap-on 
pry-off assembly and disassembly, the retaining 
member 27 being constructed fo be attached fo 
the wheel, and the cover member 25 being con- 
structed tobe attached fo the retaining member 
and the wheel. 
The cover member 25 is preferably of a radial 
magnitude and extent fo conceal the outer side 
of the tire rim fully and also a substantial ra- 
dially outer portion of the retaining member 27. 
To this end, the cover member 25 is formed as 
an annulus of a su|table mater|al such as sheet 
metal and with a cross sectional contour con- 
vexly rounded in general semblance of the 
rounded side wall contour of the tire |7 and of 
a width fo extend generally radially inwardly 
and axially inwardly from the tïre rira marginal 
riange |5 fo a point adjacent the radially outer 
side of the nose portion |8 of the wheel body 
radially inwardly from the juncture of the wheel 
body with the tire rira. A reinforced smoothly 
finished outer edge is afforded for the wheel cover 
25 by a bead 28 of relatively small diameter and 
located fo encircle the radially outer side of the 
margin of the tire rira riange |5 closely adjacent 
the juncture of the tire with the riange. This 
substantially conceals such juncture and en- 
hances the pleasing ornamental effect of the 
cover as forming a radialiy inner side wali con- 
tinuation of the tire. Where the outer surface 
of the cover 25 is of light color .or colored wh|te, 
if wflI appear as a wh|te side wall portion of the 
tire. 
The inner malginal portion of the cover mem- 
ber 25 is preferably formed with a relatively 
large radius, generally axially outwardly protrud- 
ing annular hump 29 affording a rigidifying, gen- 
erally axially inwardly projecting juncture rib 
3{} with the main body portion of the cover. The 
outer edge of the armular hump 29 is ïormed 
with a relatively tightly curled reinforcing bead 
3| projecting general!y axially inwardly and ra- 
dially outwardly behind the hump 29. Through 
this formation, the reinforcing bead 3| and the 
marginal hump 29 bave a certain degree of re- 
silience in generally radial direction adapting the 
bead for ïeady snap-on pry-off assembly with 
clips 32 on the retaining member 27. 
According fo the present invention, the retain- 
ing member 27 is formed ïor wedging attachment 
engagement with the outer intermediate riange 
| of the tire rira and fo be retained in such re- 
Iationship to the wheel components. To this end, 
the retaining member 27 is formed generally cir- 
cular and with generally radialiy outwardly and 
slightly axially outwardly inclined outer mar- 
ginal retaining fingers 33 wh|ch may be in suit- 
ably spaced circumferential ser|es and in any 
preïerred numbeï such as three, four or rive, 
four having been round welt suited for the pur- 
pose. 
The retaining ringers 33 are preïerably rela- 
tively broad fo afford biting edges 3, Figure 4, 
of substantiat peripheral extent to afford strong 
wedging, biting engagement with the radially 
inner side of the tire rira fiange !4 when the re- 
taining member 2 is mounted upon the wheel. 
This is effected by disposing the retaining mem- 

4 
ber or the cover assembly in substantial concen- 
tricity within the tire rim and pressing axially 
inwardly until the retaining member is fuliy as- 
sembled. Although the retaining fingers 33 will 
5 hold the retaining member quite thoroughly in 
assembly with the wheel and effectively res|st 
accidental dislodgement, they can be released 
relatively easily by the insertion of a pry-off tool 
P, Figure 3, within pïeferably medially formed 
10 notches 37 in the respective edges 3 thereof. 
tadially inwardly from the retaining fingers 
33, the retaining member 27 is formed with a 
disk-like body having an annu]ar portion 33 ex- 
tending in a plane generally radialiy inwardly 
15 and axialiy outwardly, substantially parallel to 
the general direction of slope of the opposing 
portion of the wheel body and a central portion 
9 bulging convexly axially outwardly, the re- 
taining member concealing and subst.antially 
20 covering the wheeI body part ||. From the re- 
taining ring annular portion 33, the cover re- 
taining clips 32 are preferably integrally struck 
out in radial, centered alignment with the re- 
taining fingers 33 since in those areas o the re- 
25 :aining member the respective strike-out aper- 
turcs, identified at 4}, formed in the retaining 
member body are least likely fo weaken the body. 
By preference, the retaining clips 32 are in- 
tegral with the radially inner sides of the respec- 
30 rive apertures  and are bent fo extend axially 
outwardly and slightly radially inwardly fo pro- 
vide generally radially and slightly axially in- 
wardly facing shoulders behind wh|ch the cover 
head 3 | is adapted fo be snapped in assembly by 
35 pressing the cover 25 axially invardly. The 
axially outer extremities of the clips 32 are re- 
spectively formed with lead-in cam portions  !. 
The inherent resiliency of the metat of the re- 
taining clips 32 and the resiliency of the cover 
40 bead 3| may be only slight and the defiectability 
relatively stiff for efficient retaining interaction. 
Either the clips or the cover bead may be some- 
what res|lient and the other relatively rigid. The 
stiffness of the retaining clips 32 may .be enhanced 
45 by forming of the saine on a slight transverse 
radius as shown in Figure 4 substantially comple- 
mentay fo the radially inner circumferential 
curve of the cover bead  |. As a result, the cover 
member 25 can be assembled with the retaining 
50 member 27 by snapping if in place with respect to 
the retaining fingers 
s a further result of the resilient, snap-on as- 
sembly of the cover components disassembly 
thereof may e effected ,by prying the beaded in- 
5 ner margin of the cover member 25 free rom the 
retaining engagement of the retaining finieis 32. 
To implement this, the retaining member 2 is 
preferab]y formed i such a manner as to afford 
pry-off tool aecess clearance between the radially 
0 inner side of the cover marginal bead | and the 
contiguous portion of the retaining member sub- 
stantial]y as shown in Figure 2. 
In addition, a generally axialiy outwardly pro- 
truding reinforcing and pry-off rib or shoulder 2 
 is formed on the radial]y inner portion of the 
retaining member 27, radially inwardly spaced 
îrom the inner margin of the hump 29 of the 
cover, fo afford a fulcrum for pry-off leverage 
through the medium of he pry-off tool P. The 
70 reinforcement afforded by the armular rib 42 
effectively sustains the annular portion 3 of the 
retaining member 27 against deformation or 
other damage from manipulation oï the pry-off 
tooL The annular portion 33 and hub portion 39 
7 of the retaining member 27, where it is exposed 



t«-view» may, beuppropraety colered:in :Contrast. 
t«:he cover  member 2.6-or it may 5epol.ished -or: 
plted-as dired: 
Th .axiy inward lIy. mounte-, dïsositien 
of:thretaning fingers-2 is-. peferbt,sue:h.that; 
in-he fully. semble rettiehi.p'.of te cover: 
2:-wih themember 2 and inthe-ly aximll.y.. 
inward press mounted, reta-ing  
of the--retnng member 2-with regard tO the 
wheel:structure, the cover 26 ïs mmintined, umder. 
sufficient, axiat ward tensien to maintainthe- 
ou margi therf.in tïght, uttlè-free. 
ciuoE, ng engugement with-the tire rira-tei.na 
flage- « Th.fea.ture.is-ea.n¢ed. byhg, tNe 
annutar, portion- 8  of th retlning memb'er .  
rmalty. spaeed-,from.the bed, y.eî:te w.heel ol, ut: 
leas, originalt, cotucted fo :e thus:-mounte- 
upön,the wheel wh ereby approprierWaxia 
nt.ol,t reting:memr 2:ein 
S-urne u-any partieutar whe- wfl,1 prou.re t 
pro teioni.ng- of-tloe.cover membe: 
sptive  subsntia'l variance in th elaiV 
xiat.sembled rlationship o. the tire rim 
wht bed-y-41 is dposed fter:xially 
ly- thanpredetern standards,, the-diere¢e: 
wiH ,-r eadfly-accommodated Sy,cloeer 59osi.ïo 
of-th au.lar portion 3 of th'e etuining, embe 
2-to..thewheel bey, Where th'e heel. body:t:[, is: 
dlsPe MalIy. inwardly ou, o:-sta.naa,. 
greatÇ slng between - the .heel. bo 4F, anoEttïe 
anutar poro of the reting member:-uccom» 
modas the difference.: 
Hence the cover assembly: of tle present i.n- 
vention is quia. versati-le and adaptive::use:aoE 
Y: be- installed., as.. facto eq.onnt - OE.-: the. 
vehiçle o may be apied.,.ta heelso-vehictes: 
aleady, in service. It will-be observed. 
alrutio.in existg heel. desi, is necessry:ta 
«¢coodate the, present: cors. assembiy,. 
A¢ce to.the cusmay valve: stem_ol the 
assembly   -is facflitated::by having an apee 
4-- in: the caver 2-through..whch the stem, may 
protrudë. 
Thcove membe.of the-modification 
ue 5 -identical.with. that o gure.2 as arCthe  
retaing, member germ T-he manner: of en 
gin, the cover- ember th the terrien'g, 
member: is. o. the saine:. Thë simflar si. 
g-e 5. bave theefore.been desiate.:ith 
pre, mark and the nùmeral., designatig 
similar:pt in the descriptïen oftheembodi.met 
of.re.2 Fo "a. descriptîon.o: these 
 5 eerence .is/made to the description: o 
ge 
Te. mouting-, of. the-retang..ring 4 : of: the 
modï-cation of Fire :5 is-.effecd bydispusi.ng: 
the. retuing member 46 in. substantial conee, 
ticit witn the groove eteen the tire r nd 
h-e. ose-portion . $.and. pessing axiàlty inWardlF 
until.the retaing member is fully assebled by 
engament:of, a radially inner portion therêof, 
suc as an:ner marginaI derurned reifor- 
ingad., abutment ffange 6; With. the hl body 
anoEthe radiallF outer:side:of the-nosepoi«n: 
Rially inwardIy frein the retaig«firs 
, the retaing member   omed with .an 
aàr-bo of.substantial dh 
.: a plane generall,, radialty inwardty 
iallk :outwardlyl substantialIy-parallël .to 
eI :direction o.slope of the opsgpoiSn 
the.:hl- bo', om the retaing- ri:body,. 
teceve  e-iBg clips $:2 ' äre preferably- 
grally struc: out. in rád.iaL cetered, atimet 
h-the retàig figers:$a¢ scein ose.areas  

of  the :- retai-n.i, memèr the es.peiVe.. sre- 
out:alertures',- ïden.tiffed ai 8:; m, med in .thë re-. 
ta, ini.ng, member: b, are least,!fleIy to-weaken 
the 
5 B: Drereve,. the retain-ig clï-'32.' are -- 
tegral with the'[liy,.n.sies»of:te respec-- 
ti9e apertUres.-4@»an'arebt to. etènd axially 
utwardIy. an'dslïgi@ radiltY 
e genersIiy radilly and sIïEhtly áxill.y i-. 
10: wrdly«fe.ïn shoulders-hid".whiCh the coVer 
bed :$   adped t b'e snpDè i.n,aSemb- by 
prsing the:DVer 2xiàllF:Wsrdly e- aX - 
ilty oUter: extemities: of the cl:i.2  ste resp - 
of:: te cove comDen,, dsassembl.- there0f 
may be effected by prng the beaded inner 
:ofthë.¢«ver member 2 free:from the retan- 
ing ëggmen.f-the reting nges ,2. Tb. 
 pl'ëmet ts;, th etnin. me'er : is pref- 
bl;:fo:;n sch am-nner.ast aff0roE-pry- 
o:toeless:clrnee-between the rd.ll.y 
ner side «f':e:cVe. marginal bead 
conti:sption ef:the retiing ring su.Stn- 
25 al-s shon. n Fire 2.- 
In .ad:i.tion,. ageerlly xiIIy-,utxrdly 
tdi$ reiorcg:an, pry,off  rib o shoute: 
 i»ome;oa the radall:yd:ner oti0 er 
retaing.ri 4, radiay inry, saeed rm 
 the inner margin of the hp 29:O.thcoVer» to 
afford a fulcm for ry-«o:eveagë tV0- the 
d/mm.o a si.table, py-o tooi,:P'. The: rein- 
forcement affoed by the a«lar rïb 
he: udertne:ier mrginl.roreing an. 
:5. efi:nisg=flnge, ç eecivel-stn ,the. i: 
defortie o:oEhe daage from.m.nilulaion 
of the prF-' roui.. The nè mgil :poti0n- 
of the, retain2g rin'g whereitïs ex, posed- 
40' maF- be appopialy, coloed: in..contast t the 
cover membe 2  o: i:may be: poiShed or pltefl- 
a desired. 
e. axiRll.y inw::flIy mted 
of th retaig-ngers ]s:preérably such tht 
45.  the: fullF assembled_ relatiosh.p oî the coer 
2' xvih the-tim::ig : n i the- 
ardlF. pvessed: oundç. 
of the rei.g/ring- .wth- egrd: t0:the Vheêt- 
structue;.the.cover 2: is maiaied:.udC 
 ficienaxial.inward tension:to maintai.the 
maria thereof in tight, ratflefree, dirt exclud, 
ing engagement with.the te rira -terminal fiange 
6. Th ,feate is enced-.by having tloEe.bdy 
of the reing ring  .intermediate :he retin.- 
$ g fiers' and:the:.bodyen-g fiange 
normtlspaced em the :body of the=heel;, ort 
le, .originàl. cotucte tbe 
up0n the wheel wherêb . appropriate:MI 
justment of the retaingring - 
 saine upon. any partcuïav: wheel will procure the 
proper 'tensiog.of thë covermem,be ., irve- 
spective of subStani-al vacance inthe-rettive 
ial assemblF relatiohi of/the:ire rira : 
the, hee:body  : Tus;: in' a-Wheel lee: the 
65 wheel bodF    is- d:posed:uther: x.iI.l-. out- 
wrlF than predetermied: stanas 
ference- wiI1 be redy a'cC0mmodted bF closer 
dispoiorïof the bodyoï thrti.-ig..rin 
the whëel body: ëre thewheel 
70 posed- xal:ty:inàI.y out of:/nd,d,:  greater 
spacing, betWeen the, wheel body and he body of 
the reting.:rg- accommodàtes the d-erence. 
 gre  6I :haveiltustrate 
fication èf thevention wherèin te-cVër as- 
75 sembl  T.coeSpènds.-identîcatly with .the cover  
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assembly shown in Figure 5, with the exception 
that the inner margin 46" of the cover assembly 
is extended radially inward so as fo be clamped 
ai 50 by the hub cap ! 9 to the nose portion !8 of 
the wheel body. Double primed numerals refer 
fo parts similar fo those in Figure 5. 
The advantage of this modification of the in- 
vention resides in the fact tha the hub cap ! 9 
also utilized in clamping part of the cover 
sembly Lu the wheel. In addition, if enables the 
wheel body tobe decorated by the cover assembly 
clear to he outer edge of the hub cap !9. 
If should be noted that the saine reference nu- 
merals are employed on the wheel parts and on 
the hub cap in the modifications as these ele- 
ments are identical fo those of the preferred 
form. 
Cross reference is ruade to my copending ap- 
plication Serial No. 66,930, flled December 23, 
1948, which is entitled to an effective date prior 
fo the earliest effective date of the present ap- 
plication and contaLus broadly domLuatLug claires 
to the pry-off rib feature disclosed herein. 
If will, of course, be understood that various de 
tails of construction may be varied through a 
wtde range without departing from the princi- 
ples of this invention and itis, therefore, hot 
the purpose fo limit the patent granted hereon 
otherwise than necessitated by the scope of the 
appended claires. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. In a wheel structure having a tire rira of 
the drop center type formed with a plurality 
of stepped flanges and a central load bearing 
portion secured to the base flange of the tire 
rira, a cover or the outer side of the wheel struc- 
ture including a trim ring member disposed in 
substantially concealing relation fo the tire rira 
and exending generatly axially inwardly and 
radially inwardiy and havLug a beaded Luner 
edge, and a retaLuing member wedgingly engag- 
ing the tire rira and having thereon concealed 
behind said trim ring member axlally outwardly 
extendLug retainLug clips engageable in snap-on 
pry-off relationship by the irmer beaded edge 
of the trim ring member ïor retainLug the trim 
ring member removably LU place on the wheel, 
the retaLuing member Lu the portion thereo 
radlally inwardly from the area of engagement 
by said beaded trim ring edge being ïormed to 
facilitate the insertion of a pry-off tooI between 
the retaLuing member and the beaded trim ring 
edge for pryLug the beaded trim ring edge £ree 
from said retaLuing clips. 
2. In a wheel structure having a tire rira of 
the drop center type formed with a plurality of 
stepped flanges and a central load bearing por- 
tion secured fo the base flange oï the tire rira, 
a cover for the outer side oï the wheel structure 
including a trim ring member disposed in sub- 
stantlally concealing relation to he tire rira and 
extending generally axially inwardly and radial- 
ly inwardly and having a beaded Luner edge, and 
a retaining member wedgingly engaging the tire 
rira and havLug thereon axially outwardiy ex- 
tending retaining clips engageable Lu snap-on 
pry-off relationship by the Luner beaded edge oï 
the trim ring member for retaLuLug the trim ring 
member removably in place on the wheel, the 
retaLuing member in the portion thereof radially 
Luwardly ïrom the area of engagement by said 
beaded trim ring edge extendLug generally ax- 
ially outwardly and providing a gap to ïacilitate 
the insertion of a pry-off tool between said por- 
tion of the retaining member and the beaded 
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trim ring edge for pryLug the beaded trim ring 
edge free from said retainLug clips, said radially 
inward portion of the retaLuLug member Luclud- 
ing  generally aally outwardly protruding 
5 shoulder spaced from the area of engagement 
of the retaining member by the beaded trim ring 
edge and engageable by the pry-off tool as a ïul- 
crum to afford leverage for the tool. 
3. In a wheel structure having a tire rira of 
I0 the drop center type formed with a plurality oï 
stepped flanges and a central load bearing por- 
tion secured to the base flange of the tire rira, 
a cover ïor the outer side of the wheel structure 
Lucluding a member disposed in substantially 
15 concealing relation to the tire rira and extending 
generally axially inwardly and radially Luwardly 
and having a beaded Luner edge, and a retaLu- 
ing member wedgLugly engagLug the tire rira and 
havLug thereon axially outwardly extsnding re- 
20 taining clips engageable in snap-on pry-off rela- 
tionship by the inner beaded edge oï the cover 
member ïor retaLuLug the cover member remov- 
ably in place on the wheeI, the retaining member 
in the portion thereof radially inwardly from 
25 the area of engagement by said beaded cover 
edge being formed to ïacilitate the insertion of 
a pry-off tool between the retaLuing member and 
the beaded cover edge ïor prying the beaded 
cover edge free ïrom said retaining clips, the 
30 cover retaining clips on the retaLuLug member 
being struck out Lutegrally therefrom and with 
the apertures from which the clips are struck 
concealed behind the cover. 
4. In a cover structure ïor use with a wheel 
$5 including a flanged tire rim and a load-sustaLu- 
ing body part, a sheet metal retLuing member 
having radially extending retaining fingers for 
retaining engagement with an intrmediate gen- 
erally radially inwardly ïacLug flange oï the tire 
40 rim, and a radlally inner portion adapted to en- 
gage the wheel body spaced substantially radîally 
inwardly ïrom the juncture oï the tire rira and 
wheel body, for maintainLug the portion of the 
retaLuLug member between said retaLuLug fingers 
45 and the body engagLug portion spaced from the 
opposed portion of the wheel body whereby to 
accommodate variations in axial relative disposi- 
tion of the outer side of the wheel body and the 
tire rim, said intermediate portion of the retain- 
50 LUg member having integral clips struck there- 
from and extending angularly generally axially 
outwardly from the intermediate portion for en- 
gagLug and retaining atrim ring in substantially 
concealing relation to the tire rim, said interme- 
55 diate portion having apertures therein left by 
the striking out of the clips and disposed ai the 
radlally outer sides of the clips so as tobe con- 
cealed by the trim ring retaLued by te clips. 
5. In a cover structure for use with a wheel 
60 LUcludLUg a fianged tire rira and a load-sustain- 
ing body part, a retaLuLug member having radial- 
ly extendLug retaining fingers for wedging, bit- 
ing engagement with an intermediate generally 
radially inwardly facing flange oï the tire rira, 
65 and a radially inner portion adapted to engage 
the wheel body spaced substantially radlally LU- 
wardly ïrom the juncture of the tire rira and 
wheel body for maintaining the portion oï the 
retaLuing member between said retaLuing fingers 
70 and the body engagLug portion spaced ïrom the 
opposed portion of the wheel body whereby fo 
accommodate variations in axial relative dis- 
position of the outer side oï the wheel body and 
the tire rira, said Lutermediate portion oï the re- 
$ taini_'ng member having means thereon for en- 
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-gging...a.nd.-re_a_i.n_in -.tr'nn-r!ng:i.n substantia!ly 
,rçea.l_'m .relation 0 ..the tire rirn comprising 
::çlj.pS. acn_g -aoEal!y nv¢ardly. for. snap-on py- 
: Off. eten_io_n .of. the trim ri, ng and the retaining 
..m_ mber;ha.ng .an area thereof exposed radia!ly 
inwardly ïrom said retaining clipsfer afferding 
ïpry,off.tool .çlearance and .an .engagement . base 
o:pry ?he cover .free from .said clips. 
 6.. tn , Cover struct!re for .use with a wheel 
-ncludig .a :flanged ie rira =and  load-sustain- 
:ing,body:,part, a retainirg rember having ra- 
.,diatly .exçending retaining .:flrgers for vedging, 
 .bitng .e.gagement with an intermediate gen- 
 ,eraly rdia!ly inwardty faclng flange of. the tire 
.,rira, .and-a adial-ly inner portion, adapted to 
-gsge he .wheel body spaced substantially 
dia-lly inwardly from the juncture of the tire: rim 
.and..vheel body for maintaining the portion of 
the reaining member between said retaining 
 finge.rs and the body engaging portion spaced 
fr, om-the epposed portion of the .wheel body 
vhereby to accommodate variations in axial rela- 
. rive .disposition of the outer side of the wheel 
body and the tire rira, said intermediate portion 
-of the retaining member having means thereon 
"for ngaging. and retainng a trim ring in sub- 
stantially-conce.aling relation to the tire rira, said 
re_taining, means being adapt_e.d, for .snap-on pry- 
 Off :rete»t.ion of the inner margin of the t_rim 
 ring .bY engagement behind  said margin, ..the 
 retaining .member having .n..annu!ar generally 
 aially .outwardly extending reinforcing rib 
 spaced radially inward!y from said retaining 
means.and disposed radially outwardly fróm said 
wheel body engaging portion and being located 
 fo. serve.as a pry-off tool fulcrum for pry!ng the 
trim ring free from the retaining member. 
:7. :In .a wheel structure-inc!uding a multi- 
-flnged .tire rira and a .lOd-s.ustaining body, a 
cover member in the form .of .an. annulus of an 
-extent. to. bear at its outer margin on the tire rira 
 and having its inner margin-located adjacent 
fo but spaced from the wheel body adialty 
wardly fom.the jnncture wlththe tire rim, and 
a generally ccular retaining member having 
radially outer means thereon in retaining en- 
gagement .with a flange of the tire rira and a 
radially inner portion thereof spaced radially 
inwardly from the inner margin .of the cover 
member in engagement with the wheel body and 
maintaining the body. of the retaining member 
between æaid outer rira engaging margin and said 
wheel body engaging portion in spaced relation 
to the wheel body, and generally axially out- 
wardly extending cover retaining means on said 
intermediate body portion of the retaining ruera- 
ber body and retainingly engaging the radially 
inner margin of the cover member and holding 
the cowr member with the inner margin of the 
 eowr.member in. concealing rlation to the re- 
 taining means. 
8. In a wheel structure including a multi- 
flanged tire rira and a load-sustaining body, a 
cover-member in the form of an annulus of an 
extent to bear at its outer-margin on the terminal 
flange of the tire rira and having ifs inner margin 
loeated adjacent-to--but spaced from the wheel 
body radially Inwardly frem the juncture with 
the tire rira, and a generally circular retaining 
member having radially outer means thereon 
retaining engagement with a flange of the tire 
rim and a radially inner portion thereof spaced 
radially inwardly from the inner margin of the 
cover member in engagement with the wheel 
body and maintaining the body of the retaining 
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mmber between said outer rim:engaging maçgin 
and said:vvheel body engaging portion, inspaeed 
-relation o the wheel body, and generally axiallF 
-outwardly extending cover retaining.means on 
5 said intermediate, body portion of the zetaining 
 member body and retainingly engaging the 
dially inner marg.in .of the cover member-and 
holding the cover member with the outer.margin 
of the cover member snug against .the tire rm, 
-10 said retaining means comprising integral retain- 
ing clips struck out of the intermediate body por- 
tion of the retaining member, and formed vith 
cover retaining .shoulders, facing -generally 
.lially inwardl, y-and-.axially inward-ly. 
15 9. In a .wheel structure including-a multi- 
flanged tire rira and a load-sustaining hody, 
-cover member in the orm of .an annulus .o an 
extent to bear at its outer margin on the ter- 
. minal ilange of the tire rira -and having its !nner 
2o margin located, adjacent to but spaced fom,.the 
,wheel bedy. radially inwardty from the:junctuze 
with the tire rira, and a: genera-lly, circular 
taining member having radially outer me.ans 
thereon in retaining engagement with  flange 
_5 .of the tire rira and a radially inner portion there- 
 of spaced adially inwardly fróm the inner mar- 
gin of the cover member in engagement with the 
wheel body and maintaining the body of,the 
retaining, rnember between said onter rim ergag- 
0  ing margin and said wheel body-engaging per£in 
in spaced relation to-the wheel hody, and:.gen- 
erally axially outwardly extending cover retain- 
ing means on said intermediate body .portion 
of the retaining, member body and retaing-ly 
35 engaging the radiall-y inner margin of. the-cever 
member and holding the cover member .with the 
outer margin of the cover member snug against 
the tire rira, said retaining means comprising 
integral retsining .clips struck out of the inter.me- 
0 diate body portion of the retaining mmber and 
 fermed.with cover-retaining shoulders facinggen- 
erally radially i-nwardly and axialty inwardl;, he 
portion of the retaining member between said re- 
taining clips .and said ,wheel-body-engaging 
45 tlón having a-generally .axially outwardly 
tending reinforcing rib -spaced from. said rëtain- 
ing .clips a sufficient distance to provide .a-pry- 
off tooi clearance between the rib and the p0rtin 
er the cover member engaged by the .clips.. 
50 1,0. In combination in a. covèr assembly of.,the 
character described, a trim ring cover memler 
.and a retaining.member partially -conceaie hY 
the trim ring, said retaining member 
means on ifs radially oute portion for. engage- 
55 ment with a.wheel having a tirerim to be substan- 
.tiallF coered by the trirn r, ing, said retaining.mem- 
ber also Including trim ring retaining means th¢e- 
on engageable in assembly by the inner margi:.nïof 
the trim ring .and concealed behind s.aid.:inner 
60 -margin, s$id retining member h'aving a reinforc- 
ing and pry-off tool fulcrum rib spaced radially 
nvardly from the inner margin of the trim.ring. 
11. A retaining member for-a wheel cover, said 
member having cover retaining clips of substan- 
65 tial width.adapted for retalning engagement with 
an annular portion of a wheel cover, said clips 
being bowed in transverse section similar to'-the 
curvature of the annular cover, portion and there- 
by substantially stlffened, the ietaining member 
7O being formed from sheet metal and the clips being 
integrally struck therefrom and extending from 
the plane of the member. 
12. A retaining member for a wheel cover com- 
prising a generally circular member including 
means for engagement with a vehicle wheel fo 
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the outer side of which the cover is tobe applied, 
said member hs;ving a pluraliçy of retaining ele- 
ments thereon facing generally radially inwardly 
and adapted fo bave the inner margin of a çrim 
ring member secured in snap-on pry-off relation 
for retaining the trim ring member in assembly 
with the retaining member and thereby in place 
on the wheel, the reçaining member a!so hav- 
ing a pry-off shoulder located in radially inwardly 
spaced relation .fo said çrim ring reçaining ele- 
ments and facing generally radially outwardly to- 
ward said eIements. 
13. A cover assembly for disposition ai the outer 
side of a vehicle wheel including a tire rira, in- 
cluding a cover element for substantially con- 
cealing the tire rira and having a radially inner, 
generally radially outwardly directed shoulder 
structure, a retaining member ïor snap-on, pry- 
off attachment of the cover element, said ruera- 
ber compvising a body portion .including means 
for retaining engagement with the wheel fo the 
outer side of which the cover assembly is tobe ap- 
plied, said body portion having intermediate the 
margins çhereof a pluraliçy of resilient retaining 
clips extending generally .axially outwardly and 
having retaining faces directed generally radially 
inwardly for retaining engagement of the shoul- 
der strucçure of the cover elements in resilienç, 
tensioned snap-on, pry-off relation for retaining 
the cover element in assembly with the retaining 
member and thereby in place on the wheel, said 
cover element concealing said clip, said body por- 
tion of the retaining member having an area 
thereof located radially inwardly of said cIips and 
PrOviding a base for boçtoming of çhe cover ele- 
ment thereagainsç under the reçaining engage- 
ment resilient tension of the clips. 
14. In a wheeI structure including a multi- 
flangedtire rira and a load sustaining body part, 
a wheel cover including a central cover portion 
having generally radially extending peripheral 
finger members lying in planes transverse to the 
wheel axis and retainingly .engageable with the 
exterior surface of an intermediate flange of the 
tire rira, said cover portion including a flange 
structure, ai the base of and extending directly 
from said finger members, said flange structure 
having thereon retaining spring clips, and a cover 
annulus of a size to substantially cover the tire 
rira and said retaining fingers as welI as said 
flange and said retaining spring clips and en- 
gaging said spring clips in snap-on, pry-off rela- 
tionship. 
15. In a wheel structure including a tire rira 
and a load sustah]ing body part wherein the tire 
rira bas an intermediate generally radiallY in- 
wardly facing flange and the wheel body bas an 
annular reinïorcing nose bulge, the tire rira and 
the wheel body defining a relatively large axially 
outwardly opening groove between the nose bulge 
and the said intermediate flange, a cover ruera- 
ber having a convex portion covering the central 
portion of the wheel body and being closely ad- 
jacent fo the latter ai the radially outer side of 
the nose bulge, a marginal flange portion of said 
cover member extending in spanning relation 
across said axially outwardly opening wheel 
groove and having retaining fingers at the radi- 
ally outer extremity thereof retainingly engag- 
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ing said intermediate flange, and a trim ring con- 
cealing the tire rim and having ifs inner mar- 
ginal edge engaging the said flange portion of the 
inner cover member, said flange portion having 
5 means thereon for retaining said trim ring edge 
in assemblY therewith. 
16. A wheel cover for disposition af the outer 
side of a vehicle wheel, said cover comprising irmer 
and outer circular cover members, the outer cover 
10 member comprising an annulus of a diameter to 
extend in concealing relation fo a portion of the 
inner cover member and having an inner edge 
engageable with the inner cover member, said 
inner cover member having a pry-off prominence 
15 providing a narrow ridge spaced radially 
wardly ïrom the inner edge of the outer cover 
member and projecting axially outwardly beyond 
the point of engagement of tae inner cover ruera- 
ber by said outer cover member inner edge, the 
20 area of the inner cover member radially inwardly 
adjacent the rib being depressed so as to limit 
pry-off tooi engagement fo the ridge and thus 
avoid marring adjacent exposed surface areas in 
the manipulation of the pry-off tool. 
25 17. In c0mbination in a wheel cover for dispo- 
sition ai the outer side of a vehicle wheel, said 
cover comprising an inner cover member for sub- 
stantially concealing the inner portion of the 
wheel and including a crown area and an annu- 
30 1af marginal area, said inner cover member being 
arranged for attachment to the wheel, a trim 
ring cover portion separably assembled with the 
marginal area of the inner cover member and 
having a reinforced inner edge in engagement 
35 with said marginal area, and retaining means on 
said marginal area concealed by said trim ring 
for retaining the inner edge oï the trim ring in 
engagement with said inner cover marginal area 
in snap-on pry-off relation, said inner cover mem- 
40 ber having, in radially inwardly spaced relation 
fo the point of engagement by said inner edge 
of the trim ring cover portion, an outwardly pro- 
truding annular pry-off rib affording a fulcrum 
for a pry-off tool, the area of the inner cover 
45 member between said' rib and said crown portion 
being depressed and the crown portion being 
spaced radially inwardly from the rib for limit- 
ing pry-off pressure fo the ridge of the rib fo 
avoid marring said crown portion. 
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